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City of West St. Paul
City Council Meeting
January 25, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.

1. Call to Order

Mayor David Meisinger called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Mayor David Meisinger and Councilmembers Pat Armon, John Bellows, Dick Vitelli, Dave 
Napier, Jenny Halverson and Ed Iago.

Others: City Manager Matt Fulton, Assistant City Manager and HR Director Sherrie Le, Attorney 
Korine Land, Finance Director Joan Carlson, Community Development Director Jim Hartshorn, 
Police Chief Manila Shaver, Public Works and Parks Director Ross Beckwith, Assistant 
Community Development Director Ben Boike and City Clerk Chantal Doriott.

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Adopt the Agenda

Approve the following agenda revisions:

 Consent agenda item 10d – move to new business f

 Consent agenda item 10f – move to new business g

 Move item 12e to 12a and reorder the rest of items starting with 12.

Motion was made by Clpn. Napier and seconded by Clpn. Armon to adopt the agenda with the 
three revisions noted above. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

5. OCWS Briefing

Mayor Meisinger let the public know the Council discussed the following during the work session 
held prior to this meeting:

 St. Paul Regional Water regarding the water capacity for West St. Paul

 2016 Street Projects
 Possible rezoning at 260 Wentworth

6. Robert Street Review

Public Works and Park Director/City Engineer Ross Beckwith gave an update:

 Met with Xcel Energy and St. Paul Regional Water to discuss upcoming utilities and a 
conflict area.

 Working on project costs including acquisitions costs and will bring this information back 
to a future meeting.
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7. Citizen Comments

No one wished to speak.

8. Council Comments

Clpn. Iago told of a girls basketball league that was banned from playing in Rogers MN because 
the team is too good; same level and age bracket. Supposedly other league players banned them. 
Someone deserves to be a little embarrassed.

Clpn. Armon reminded everyone to keep the fire hydrants clean so SMFD can access them. Also, 
some of our vacant store fronts are starting to get new businesses.

Clpn. Bellows said WCCO did a piece highlighting our police dept. members. Members of this 
dept. went out of their way to assist others in need. This was quite extensive, the story, and he told
the chief how much we appreciate the fact that their good works – doing things for the right 
reasons – is what West St. Paul is about.

9. Proclamations, Presentations and Recognitions

A. Proclamation Celebrating Frances Nelson's 104th Birthday

The City Council and staff congratulated Fran Nelson on her104th birthday. The Mayor and City 
Council proclaimed January 25, 2016 Frances Nelson Day. Frances spoke and brought Bismarck’s
(pastry) to share with everyone in celebration of her special day.

Motion was made by Clpn. Halverson and seconded by Clpn. Vitelli to adopt the proclamation 
honoring Frances Nelson and calling January 25, 2016 Frances Nelson Day.  All members present 
voted aye. Motion carried. 

10. Consent Agenda

Motion was made by Clpn. Napier and seconded by Clpn. Armon to approve the following 
consent agenda items:

A. List of Claims from January 14 to 25, 2016
B. City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes from January 11, 2016
C. Police Department Licensing
D. MOVED to 12.F.
E. Resolution No. 16-11 Approve Final Payment for 2014 Street Improvements - Project #14-1
F. MOVED to 12.G.
G. Resolution 16-12 in Support for Solicitation of Minnesota DNR Grant to Improve 

Community Forests through Citizen Engagement
H. Rental Licensing on Hall Avenue

All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

11. Public Hearing

A. Charter Commission Amendment, Section 3.01
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Clpn. Vitelli said this change is intended to clarify that their identity must be listed in the notice. 
Attorney Land said yes, the people calling for a special meeting will be listed by name in the 
meeting notice.

The public hearing opened at 6:50 p.m.
No one wished to speak.
The public hearing closed at 6:50 p.m.

Motion was made by Clpn. Bellows and seconded by Clpn. Halverson to adopt Ordinance No. 16-
01 Amending Section 3.01 of the West St. Paul City Charter Regarding Special Meetings.
All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

12. New Business

E. West St. Paul Winter Fun Fest Community Event

City Manager gave an overview explaining the South Robert Street Business Association 
(SRSBA) is organizing a community event, with the help and formal support from the City, to 
celebrate winter. The event will be held on Saturday, February 20 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 
Marthaler Park. SRSBA board members Dave Motz and Dave Ramsay were in attendance and 
answered questions. SRSBA would like to classify this as a city event and hope Council will 
support and assist in promotion. City Manager Matt Fulton said the Parks and Rec, Fire dept., 
Police dept. and other city staff have worked with SRSBA members on some of the event planning
. Manager Fulton said a variety of permits and possible fee waiving would be presented for 
consideration at the next meeting. 

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Halverson to approve City support and 
classify the 1st Annual West St. Paul Winter Fun Fest as a City event working in conjunction with 
the South Robert Street Business Association (SRSBA). All members present voted aye. Motion 
carried. 

A. Consider Sign Advertising Agreement in Ice Arena with Sibley Area Youth Hockey 
Association 

City Manager Fulton gave an overview and introduced Casey Weimer of Sibley Area Youth 
Hockey Association (SAYHA). Council is asked to consider an advertising agreement. Mr. 
Weimer said they have been working hard with clean up at the rink and we came across an 
agreement. They are asking if they can reduce the cost a little. The costs from advertising go to 
youth and they are looking to reduce the agreement by 10%. Right now we are working on our 
budget and there is different pricing with the signage. This agreement was for one year. Clpns. 
Napier and Vitelli suggested doing a two year contract.

Comments:

 Clpn. Napier hats off for the work you have done. We appreciate all the arena work and he 
supports the request.
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 Clpn. Iago thanked Casey for his hard work. Have you studied how South St. Paul does 
there advertising? They actually have two ways and unfortunately they do not sell a lot of 
board advertising and sell hanging boards.

 Additional comments were made.

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Halverson to approve the sign 
advertising agreement with Sibley Area Youth Hockey Association to sell advertising space 
within the West St. Paul Ice Area. Clpns. Armon, Halverson, Napier, Vitelli, and Iago voted aye. 
Clpn. Bellows abstained. The motion carried.

Clpn. Halverson left the meeting as anticipated at 7:09 p.m.

B. Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Section 3.2, amending the definition of dwelling unit - 
City of West St. Paul 

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Armon to approve the first reading of an
ordinance amending Zoning, Section 3.2 regarding the definition of Dwelling Unit. All members 
present voted aye. Motion carried.

C. 2016 Pay Equity Report

Assistant City Manager Sherrie Le gave an overview. The analysis shows we are in compliance 
with most of the tests. However, we are not in compliance with the exceptional service pay test 
and will have to ask for reconsideration. The tests are:

 Completeness and Accuracy – pass.

 Report submitted by January 31 or the year it is required – will pass upon Council 
approval.

 Underpayment Ratio calculated by the State’s software using our data effective December 
31, 2015 is greater than 80% - pass.

 Salary Range test is 80% or above or results in zero – pass.

 Exceptional Service Pay Test is 80% or results in zero – Failed. The city did not pass one 
test for the following reason. All salaried employees are now eligible for merit pay and 
there are many more males than females in salaried positions. The last time we were 
required to report to the State, only department heads and assistant department heads were 
eligible. We now have ten job classes eligible for merit pay and only two of those classes 
have female incumbents. Failure of this test will require requesting reconsideration from 
the State Pay Equity Coordinator. We will explain that this result is not due to gender bias. 
All salaried females received merit pay. We just happen to have quite a few more males 
than females in the eligible job classes. This may or may not suffice as an argument but the
State will work with us and allow us time to comply.

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Armon to approve the pay equity report 
so it can be submitted to the state for reconsideration. All members present voted aye. Motion 
carried. 
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D. Authorize the Parks and Public Works Director/City Engineer and City Attorney to 
Make Offers to Purchase Interests in Real Property for the Wentworth Trail/Bellows 
Sidewalk-Project #14-6 

City Manager Matt Fulton gave an overview. As Council may recall, in early 2014 the City 
submitted a Safe Routes To School (SRTS) federal grant application for the installation of a trail 
along the north side of Wentworth Ave., from Charlton to Bellows, and a sidewalk along the west 
side of Bellows St., from Wentworth to Thompson. The City was notified in summer 2014 that we
were successful in obtaining a SRTS grant of $125,000 toward the project. Because the trail is 
along Wentworth Ave., a Dakota County roadway, the County is also a partner on the project. The
City has WSB & Associates for the preliminary engineering work on the project. Preliminary 
engineering typically covers all work prior to construction beginning; this includes right-of-way 
acquisition.

Comments:

 We had a property appraisal. Mayor Meisinger asked if we should add inflation on this 
number. Manager Fulton said we could and Mayor said he would like to see that done.

 Clpn. Bellows is considered with unknowns.

 Clpn. Napier said you will most likely not get a lot of opposition, in his experience. He is 
in favor of moving forward.

 Clpn. Vitelli said this is primarily getting kids northbound and would like to apply for 
grant on Delaware from Thompson to the high school. Manager Fulton said the Council 
approved safe routes to school grant. Assistant Director Boike explained in detail the
project scope.

 Clpn. Armon would like to keep this moving. Have city staff keep us updated.

 Attorney Land explained these are different acquisitions than the Robert St. acquisitions. 
These will be permanent easements. There were 2 appraisals already done. We are asking 
for the offer amount to be approved this evening. We are taking a permanent easement for 
sidewalk placement.

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Iago to adopt Resolution No. 16-13 
authorizing the Parks and PW Director and City Engineer and City Attorney to make offers to 
purchase and if necessary, exercise eminent domain to acquire interests in real property for the 
Wentworth Trail/Bellows Sidewalk Project, #14-6. All members present voted aye. Motion 
carried. 

F. Approve Final Payment to Meisinger Construction for Ice Arena Bid Pack 2 Project

Mayor Dave Meisinger excused himself from the meeting due to the name recognition at 7:30 
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Ed Iago took over the meeting.

All construction work for the Ice Arena Bid Pack 2 project has been completed in accordance with
the plans and specifications. The contractor, Meisinger Construction, has submitted all necessary 
paperwork and a request for final payment. There is one outstanding issue and one punch list item 
that are currently being addressed. The issue has to do with cleaning of the facility after 
construction to get it “user” ready. The City used extra resources, including volunteers, additional 
City staff and hired contractors in this effort. At the direction of staff, the architect is negotiating 
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with the 2 contractors to determine a “fair share” for each to cover cleaning expenses (see attached
letter). The one outstanding punch list item is with the heating system. Extra work was needed 
after completion and the project engineer is determining if this extra work is the responsibility of 
the City if it was within the scope of Meisinger’s contract. If approved tonight, staff would like to 
issue a partial final payment and retain $3,500 until these last two items are resolved.

Council made comments on the extensive cleaning performed by staff and volunteers. Comments 
were made about holding additional funds beyond the $3,500. City Manager Fulton said he 
directed the public works crew and members of the hockey crew for clean-up of the arena. He 
added more detailed information on how the costs could be covered. Clpn. Vitelli said the heat 
was not working properly and it was a problem that should not have been missed by a Meisinger 
subcontractor. Clpn. Iago considered not approving the final payment until it is “squared away”. 
Clpn. Napier supports holding $3,500 instead of $5,000. Mayor Pro Tem Iago to Manager Fulton 
– let’s wrap this up in the next two weeks. Clpn. Vitelli said maybe Wold needs to take some
responsibility. 

Motion was made by Clpn. Napier and seconded by Clpn. Vitelli to accept the work on the project
and approve final payment in the amount of $9,438 ($12,938 - $3500) be made to Meisinger 
Construction, with the final $3,500 being paid once staff accepts the final two matters and deems 
them resolved. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

Mayor Meisinger returned to the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

G.  Approve Purchase of PW Capital Equipment

Director Beckwith gave an overview. In the approved 2016 budget, there are capital purchases 
items for the Public Works/Parks Department which are each over $25,000 and require Council 
approval. All of these items are replacements of older existing equipment. Each of the proposed 
purchases is within the budgeted amounts

Motion was made by Clpn. Armon and seconded by Clpn. Bellows to approve the Capital 
Equipment purchases for the Public Works/Park Department of a replacement pick-up truck, two 
replacement single-axle dump trucks and replacement of a skid steer for a total cost of 
$442,244.00. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

13. Old Business

A. Rental License Hearing for 218 Annapolis St. W. & 966/976 Robert Street - 1234 
Properties, LLC 

Attorney Land gave an overview. As discussed at the December 15, 2015 Council Meeting, 1234 
Properties LLC has owned and operated a licensed 5-unit rental at 218 Annapolis Ave W. since 
September of 2014. Tenants residing at the property receive services from One Life Health 
Services, including Independent Living Skills training (ILS) and 24-hour Emergency Assistance. 
Last summer, 1234 Properties LLC purchased three units at 966/976 Robert St. with the intent to 
provide similar services to tenants at this location. 1234 Properties LLC has submitted rental 
applications for the three new units at 966/976 Robert, conducted all required inspections and paid
all required fees. During the December 15 meeting, due to excessive police calls at both 
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properties, staff recommended that the licensed property at 218 Annapolis St. West and the three 
new applications for the units at 966/976 Robert Street be placed under a provisional license. 
Based on the information provided and discussion at the meeting, Council directed staff to set a 
license hearing date for consideration of denial of the rental licenses for both properties. The 
property owner has been properly noticed and is in attendance. Attorney Land added that Council
can approve the license with no conditions, approve with conditions, or deny the license.

David Brooks, St. Paul, is glad to be here and has had a chance to go through all the calls with the 
police department and his attorney. There were 50+ calls reported and after review basically 9 
calls were substantive and were calls that could go against his license. He feels a little taken aback 
by the process and he feels the inaccuracies in the first report have tarnished them. Anytime a city 
official presents a report and there is no vetting of the calls – that is somewhat irresponsible. He 
has spent about $10,000 in attorney fees. These 50 calls versus 9 calls that fall under the new 
licensing ordinances were retroactive basically. He is a bit concerned about the process.

Comments:

 Clpn. Vitelli asked if there were 50 calls to your home. Yes, there were 50 calls but some 
of those calls were from social workers, some were from staff mitigating issues, some were
in coordination with West St. Paul staff, etc. Mr. Brooks made continued comments and 
said he feels his reputation was tarnished.

Public Hearing opened at 8:20 p.m.

Eldon Marier, Mendota Heights, is a representative for 966 and 967. In that complex there have 
been a couple of tenants who have been taken care of since last year. He is here to support Dave 
Brooks and what they have done is making an improvement and they hope to be in a better positon
with the city. Police calls have been reduced significantly and they respond to issues as they arise.

Public hearing closed at 8:23 p.m.

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Bellows to adopt Resolution No. 16-14 
Converting the rental license of 1234 Properties LLC at 218 Annapolis Street W to a provisional 
license and approving three new rental licenses at 966/967 Robert Street as provisional licenses 
and adopting a mitigation plan as presented and based on staff recommendations. All members 
present voted aye. Motion carried. 

B. Resolution in support for solicitation of State Health Improvement Program (SHIP) grant
through Dakota County Active Living 

Assistant Community Development Director Ben Boike gave an overview. Mr. Boike reviewed a 
resolution in support of soliciting grant dollars from the State Health Improvement Program 
(SHIP) dollars through Dakota County Active Living. Over the years, the City has had a great 
partnership with Dakota County Active Living. Grant dollars have been awarded to the City for 
the development of the city-wide bike/ped plan, a feasibility study for a grade separated crossing 
of Robert St., as well as the recent Marie/Oakdale sidewalk/trail feasibility study. The County was
successful in securing another round of SHIP grants for 2016/2017 and is requesting grant 
applications from cities by the end of January. There is a 10% match from the city as designated.
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Comments:

 Clpn. Iago struggles with analyzing food, the potential food policy, enforcement and 
potential unnecessary oversight by the County.  Director Boike answered questions. The 
grant money could be used for a comp plan page to see if there are areas in the city that 
need assistance with health food choices. It is not a mandatory comp plan addition. Clpn. 
Iago believes this is private business.

 Clpn. Bellows said thanks to Mr. Boike for answering these questions. Clpn. Bellows has 
difficulty with this because we are talking about money for one purpose being used in a 
different area of government. If you had a page in the comp plan for trails, walks, and other
items, then he could understand the idea of this food policy. But as-is, this does not 
compute.

 Mr. Boike said if Council doesn’t feel it’s a priority then it doesn’t need to be adopted.

 Clpn. Napier said this was discussed at the Environmental Committee meeting as an 
important issue and it could be worthwhile.

Motion was made by Clpn. Napier and seconded by Clpn. Armon to adopt Resolution No. 16-15 
authorizing solicitation of grant funding from the State Health Improvement Program (SHIP) 
through Dakota County Active Living. Clpns. Napier, Armon, Vitelli voted aye. Clpn. Iago voted 
nay. Clpn. Bellows abstained. The motion failed.

Manager Fulton suggested Council take a vote on the two separate issues: trail issue; food issue.

Motion made by Clpn. Bellows and seconded by Clpn. Iago to adopt Resolution No. 16-15 
authorizing solicitation of grant funding for trails. All members present voted aye. The motion 
carried.

There was no motion made regarding the food policy.

14. Adjourn

Motion was made by Clpn. Bellows and seconded by Clpn. Napier to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 
p.m. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

David Meisinger
Mayor
City of West St. Paul


