CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
_______________________________________________________
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
MARCH, 3 2021 AT 6:00PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - HYBRID
1. Call To Order
2. New Business
2.A. Introduction Of New Members
Nicholas Hager, Lauren Hazenson, and Ken Paulman
2.B. Approve February 3, 2021 Minutes
Documents:
2-3-21.PDF
2.C. Site Plan Review 1650 Robert St.
Documents:
BURGER KING MEMO.PDF
BURGER KING SITE PLAN.PDF
3. Old Business
3.A. Boulevard Tree List Review
Documents:
BOULEVARD TREE LIST - EDITED.PDF
BOULEVARD TREE ORDINANCE.PDF
3.B. Landscape Ordinance Revision Discussion
Documents:
WSP LANDSCAPE AND NEW DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE IDEAS.PDF
4. Updates
4.A. GreenStep Cities Updates
Documents:
WEST SAINT PAUL GS ASSESSMENT 2021.PDF
RESOLUTION - BIRD CITY USA.PDF

Documents:
WEST SAINT PAUL GS ASSESSMENT 2021.PDF
RESOLUTION - BIRD CITY USA.PDF
4.B. City Council
4.C. Staff
4.D. Park & Recreation Committee
4.E. Planning Commission
5. Other
6. Adjourn
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4100, TDD 651 -322 -2323 at least 5 business days prior to the meeting

www.wspmn.gov

EOE/AA

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

West St. Paul Environmental Committee
Environmental Committee February 3, 2021
West St. Paul Municipal Center-City Council Chambers/Virtual Meeting
1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.
Committee members in attendance: Laura Zanmiller, Tara Wright, Kristy Otte, Rebecca McCarty, Polly Saatzer,
Jonathan Wagner,
Non-voting in attendance: Robert Gausman, Samantha Green, Robyn Gulley, Dave Schletty
2. NEW BUSINESS
a. Minutes-The January 6, 2021 minutes were approved.
b. Farewell to Departing Committee Members
Chair Otte said that there are some members leaving the Committee. Otte thanked Polly Saatzer for her
tenure on committee and her contribution. Otte also thanked Jonathan Wagner for his work and
volunteerism. Otte thanked Tara Wright for her for help and consistent support to the Committee
especially in the GreenSteps Cities efforts. The City has benefitted from her hard work on the
Committee. Schletty thanked all three members for their dedication and their work for the City.
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Boulevard Tree List Review- The Committee was provided with an edited boulevard tree list. Schletty
highlighted the native tree species in yellow. There are 53 trees that are native to Minnesota; this
includes both deciduous and conifers. The Committee will only look at deciduous trees for the City
boulevards. Otte asked if Members did their homework and if they felt some tree species should be
added or deleted. Wright asked if 10 trees species were enough of a healthy variety for the City.
Schletty said that what the City strives for is not more than 10 percent of one variety. The City currently
has 40 percent ash trees and a large percentage of maple trees. There are about 1,400 boulevard ash
trees. Wagner asked how many boulevard trees there are on an average block. Schletty said this was
hard to determine. Many streets have power lines that do not allow tree planting. Wagner asked what
tree species could be planted under power lines. Schletty said that there are two: Amur Maple and
Spring Snow Crab. They grow to about 15-20 feet high. The City would still hesitate to plant these trees
under the power lines. Schletty went on to say that there is plenty of room to plant more trees, easily
200+ spaces. The City is striving to plant more trees. Eventually the City will need to cut down the Ash
trees. Boulevard trees are provided by the City. The ordinance allows for the residents to plant their
own tree. However, there is strict criteria to be followed.
Otte said there is a note regarding invasive species, specifically, the Amur Maple and the Norway Maple.
She does not know if it would be a best practice to have these species on the list. She asked if they
could be removed from the list. Schletty said this is a good idea. He thinks that the Amur was put on
the list because it was a smaller variety. It is also a maple and the City is trying not to plant anymore
maple trees if possible. It would be fine to take those species out. Otte asked about the effect of the
hardiness zones shifting. Schletty said because [Minnesota] is becoming a warmer climate, more trees
could be pulled in from borderline 5. Wagner commented that the City will have to watch for the
invasiveness of these types of trees; a lot of the trees in that zone can spread more quickly in the heat.
Zanmiller did some homework on the native tree species. She was wondering if the City should put
down the botanical plant name of the species on the list as well. She remarked that there are seven
tree species that are common named Iron Wood. Zanmiller said that the Ironwood that is native to
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Minnesota is being used at Thompson Park along the new path at Hwy 52. The Red Maple is native in
much of the United States. However, the City would want Minnesota grown seeds for this type of
Maple. Zanmiller is studying to be a Master Gardner for the county. The tree list is a project that she
could perhaps take on to research. She does need volunteer hours for her program. Schletty agreed
with Otte that this was a good suggestion. He said that the tree list was created years ago by a former
Committee Member. The trees were picked to fare well on the boulevard and be salt-tolerant. There
are probably some more trees that the Committee could add. It is definitely appropriate for Zanmiller to
work on the list.
b. Landscape Ordinance Revision Discussion- Otte would like to move the Landscape Ordinance document
work this out of the Environmental Committee and into the “ordinance writer’s hand.” Schletty said
that there was a “hiccup” in that the City Planner would like the Council to adopt the Renaissance Plan
formally. There have been two developments recently in which the Renaissance Plan was not jiving with
the Comprehensive Plan. Before moving forward, the City Planner wanted the Renaissance Plan
approved by Council to make things smoother. Green said that this topic may be explored in a Planning
Commission work session this month. Otherwise the Commission would talk about it in March. Otte
talked about the ordinance and said that the Committee’s ideas are all there. The first bullet point in
the ordinance in the tree section is, “Only cut down existing trees if invasive, non-quality or necessary
for design plan.” The Committee has time and time again worked to preserve quality trees. Otte feels
strongly that this bullet should be kept there. Schletty said that almost all of the City’s developments
are small-sized and developers could make a designation that they would need to be able to remove
every tree. Green confirmed this. In small sites in West St. Paul, every inch of the site could be argued
as necessary. Otte said sometimes new developments create a lot of impervious space that leave little
room for landscaping. Otte said that the bullet item regarding planting trees offsite (if the site could not
fit more trees,) could be deleted. The cost of the tree could be put into the tree dedication fees. As she
mentioned before, Otte said that the recommended tree list had two species that were invasive. They
should be removed. Schletty said that the Committee had talked about having list of recommended
trees is on file with the City Planner. It would allow the ordinance to be a long standing document. Otte
talked about the requirement of buying plants from neonicotinoid-free and pollinator friendly sources;
the practice is too complicated to enforce. However, the Environmental Committee recommends this
on every single plan. Otte would like to keep this in. Wright said that most big suppliers have lines of
healthy plants. Schletty said it might be helpful to take out the word supplier and require that plants be
produced neonicotinoid-free and pollinator-safe. McCarty added that not requiring purchase from
particular producer would reduce the City’s risk of advocating a particular company.
Regarding site plan requirements, Otte recalled that the Committee talked about a point system. Some
comments on the point system said that the suggestions may not be feasible. Otte has added some
bullet points which include planting more trees than required by code, having a potential wildlife habitat
on site, etc. A committee member suggested having bird habitats that feed birds. These habitats could
be built in apartment courtyards. Schletty said the City Planner suggested having two items from the list
required in a PUD, instead of all site plans. Otte said that this could be decided by Council. Wright
agreed with Otte. Lighting requirements could be accomplished with multiple ordinances. McCarty
suggested LEED standards. Leadership in Energy Design takes into account a number of things. Otte
asked Schletty if there is already language on solar energy. Schletty was not able to follow up on this
yet. The City Planner told him that residents are able to put up solar devices on their homes. It is not
prohibited. Wagner said be careful who you hire. He has been working on it for a year. If anyone would
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like more info, he would be happy to speak with them. Otte asked Committee Members if they were
comfortable with the issue being, “sent off.” Schletty said that the Committee can send this item to the
Planning Commission for discussion during their training session. Wright asked if the other items that
were discussed previously could be passed on to the Planning Commission. Otte said that the City has
Michael Orange’s template document for landscaping. Otte tried to create the Committee’s document
from Orange’s document. Schletty said that Otte’s document (with her notes) could be forwarded to
the Planning Commission. Otte said that her document was not pretty. Combining her document into
Michael Orange’s document might be what the person writing the ordinance could do. Some of the
items may need to be separated. Wagner talked about speed limits being lowered in St. Paul and
Minneapolis and the environmental and safety benefits from this. He asked if this would be
incorporated into West St. Paul ordinance. Otte said this was included this on the Robert Street Plan.
Schletty confirmed this but it is more about zoning.
A motion was made by Wagner to accept the landscape and buildings document created by Otte and
to forward it to City Council for approval. McCarty seconded the motion. The motion carried All Ayes.
4. Updates
a. GreenSteps Cities Updates-Otte entered 10 things in to the GreenSteps program and she has gotten
feedback already. Some things they felt were great; some things she needed to add more
documentation. Schletty added a couple items as well. There are 29 best practices. There are actions
to each practice and it is complicated. Number one is Efficient Existing Public buildings. The City has
made some progress with indoor lighting. Schletty said in order for the City to reach Step 3, it must
accomplish some specific things which include the B3 Benchmarking system. It is a state system that
audits energy usage in all of the public buildings. The City started to do this 10 years ago. It has been
done with the Maintenance Facility. The City has more new buildings. Schletty is working on entering
the new data now. He will work with some other office staff to do this to enter the new data. The other
requirement is 1.2; Low or No Cost Indoor Lighting. Schletty has entered this information already. He is
waiting to see if the City meets this standard. Once the City meets the requirement in number one, it
will be able to go onto Step 3. Otte said that if we wanted to move forward to the next step, the City
has to submit its data by April 1. Schletty said there is a chance to have the steps done in time. It is a
matter of pulling the City’s bills and entering the information.
Otte said the City has gotten to number three, New Green Buildings and completed 3.5. However, there
is room for improvement. Otte said that number four was accepted by the program; Schletty confirmed
this. Otte asked if the existing traffic lights are LED. Schletty said that everything on Robert Street is
LED. Schletty said that he will work with the City Engineer to document this. The Robert Street plans
would have the specification. Regarding number five, Otte asked if the Minnesota Mainstreet model
was used for building redevelopment for Robert Street or for Smith Avenue. Schletty will check with the
City Planner about this. (Otte said there is nothing to enter for number five yet.) Regarding number six,
“Comp Plan”; the City has a Comp Plan. Schletty said that the Council only recently adopted the Comp
Plan. Otte said that the Comp Plan is about 386 pages and has no table of contents. She suggested this
as something to consider. For number seven, Efficient City Growth, Otte has nothing. Some items have
been completed for number eight: community planning, mixed uses, regular transit service. For number
nine, Efficient Highway, some of City’s items have been accepted. There are more things that could be
added. Number ten is in process; Bird City that can be added to this line. The work on Mud Lake and
the Adopt a Drain effort could be added as well. Step four consists of making progress on the program’s
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goals; the City will start to fill in the gaps for this step. For number 11, Living Streets, Otte filled in
something from the Robert Street Renaissance Plan. It was a big no. Schletty said that the note from
the program said an item from another section fit better (11.4). So the City received 2 stars for this step.
Schletty will need to work the City Engineer and having a “Complete Streets” policy. The policy talks
about being pedestrian friendly and having multiple modes of traffic on one street. The policy would
make streets friendly to pedestrians, bikers, cars and transit. The policy would apply differently
depending on the type of streets, (for example, heavily traveled or side streets). Otte said the City has
recently added two pedestrian/bike tunnels; 11.5 and 11.6 could probably be documented easily.
Schletty said that 11.1 “Complete Streets Policy” is the sticking point. He needs to work on this with
other departments. Number twelve, Mobility Options, needs to be finished. Schletty said that two
actions need to be checked off. They include Safe routes to School. Number thirteen, “Fleets,” will not
be accomplished soon. Schletty said it is about electric vehicles. It is optional. For numbers fifteen,
sixteen and seventeen, the City has done enough to proceed to Step 3. Otte said that Bird City can be
added to number eighteen, Parks and Trails. Schletty said that 19. 4 needs to be completed to fulfill
number nineteen. Schletty will look more into this item. The City may be able to check it off. For
number twenty, Schletty said that the City has to complete Best Practices 1 & 2. It might be doable. It is
another optional requirement. Number twenty-two has been approved. Numbers twenty-three and
twenty-four have been completed. The City needs more progress for number twenty-five. Schletty was
working on this number today. One action is in that should pass. The City just needs another one to
fulfill the requirement. Otte asked if West St. Paul has worked on a “buy local” campaign. Schletty said
that during the Robert Street reconstruction, the City had the “Shop Robert” effort. Schletty will ask the
Social Media Director for documentation. A committee member said that the Social Media Director did
promote shopping in Smith Avenue recently during the Smith Avenue construction. Schletty knows that
local shopping was promoted during the COVID-19 quarantine as well. For number twenty-six,
Renewable Energy, Otte said if the Landscape Ordinance is passed, it can be applied to this requirement.
Otte said that number twenty-seven, Local Food, has been completed, but there is room for growth.
Number twenty-eight, Business Synergies, is optional. Number twenty-nine was disappointing for Otte.
The City had passed a Climate Change Resolution; the Comp Plan has different sections that address
climate change: adaption, community resilience, emergency plans, etc. Schletty edited 29.1 today and
updated a new document for this requirement. This number should get approved at a two-star level.
Otte talked about 29.7, Water Emergency Plans; she filled this number out and is not sure why this
number was rejected. Schletty will look into it. They may want more concrete measures. 29.6 and 29.8
would be fulfilled with a Landscape Ordinance. Schletty talked about 29.2 Climate Resilience and Tribal
and Low Income Areas; the City does not have these areas. Schletty asked Committee Members to look
at the list and see if there are any requirements that the City has completed that need to be added.
Otte said she will take the feedback from the program and send out an updated document to
Committee Members for the next meeting. Otte said that the City should get going on the Bird City
application. One of the requirements for it is a designated group that will meet once a year, the Bird
City group. A designated Bird Migration Day is also need. The event must be tied to a site. The
designated site is Marthaler Park. Originally the Committee had planned on May 18 being the Migratory
Bird Day. Last year Wright had planned to do a joint Arbor Day/Migratory Bird day before the
quarantine shut down. Wright said she can send the information to the City regarding her contact for
the Migratory Bird Day. Schletty said that a chair person is needed for the Bird City group. Otte asked
to have the Bird City resolution on next month’s agenda. She would also like feedback on having
Marthaler Park as the designated park. Schletty said that Marthaler Park will be under construction for
the next three years; it may be tricky holding an event there during construction.
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b. City Council- Gulley said that she is excited is about the work the Environmental Committee has done
and the thanked the Committee for their work. Council will take up the concerns about how the
Committee assignments were done and the way that the process went. She said that the process did
not go smoothly. Council has a lot of work to do to figure out what the process should look like. She
appreciates the Committee’s patience.
c. Staff- Schletty said that Park and Recreation is going to look at creating an Arts Committee. Discussion
about the new committee will start at the Park and Rec Committee because of its work on the Art Park.
d. Parks & Recreation Committee- Gausman talked about Marthaler Park and the new county trail that
will be built through it.
e. Planning Commission- Green said that the Commission will be reviewing the Landscape Ordinance.
Green asked for Dave Schletty to be present for the review meeting.
5. Other
a. Thank You to Committee Members
Otte thanked the departing committee members again for their work on the Committee.
6. ADJOURN
With no other business before the Committee and no objections, the Environmental Committee meeting was
adjourned at approximately 7:36 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon G. Hatfield

Environmental Committee Report
To:

Environmental Committee

Through:

Dave Schletty, Asst. Parks and Rec. Director

From:

Melissa Sonnek, City Planner

Date:

January 6, 2021

Site Plan Review for the Construction of a Fast Food Restaurant and DriveThru Lane at 1650 Robert St. (Burger King)
REQUEST:
Review site plan and provide recommendations to the Planning Commission and City Council.
PROPOSAL:
Crave Enterprises, on behalf of Burger King, has applied for a site plan and conditional use permit
review for the construction of a fast food restaurant and a drive-thru lane at 1650 Robert Street South.
The applicant is proposing to demolish the existing building and reconstruct a new Burger King of
similar size and in a similar location on the lot with a drive-thru.
The submitted plans call for the removal of 4 trees totaling to 27 caliper inches. Per section 153.032E7,
“when tree removal occurs, replacement trees shall constitute at least 30% of the total amount of the
caliper inches of “quality trees” removed”. This calculates to 8.1 inches of replacement inches as the
required minimum for the site.
The applicant is proposing the following landscaping on their site:
Deciduous Trees – 28 (70’’)
 8 – Columnar Norway Maple, measuring 2.5 caliper inches,
 10 – Skyline Honeylocust, measuring 2.5 caliper inches,
 10 – American Basswood, measuring 2.5 caliper inches,
Evergreen Trees – 6
 6 – Colorado Spruce, measuring 6 feet,
Deciduous Shrubs – 35
 7 – Gro-Low Fragrant Sumac, measuring 12’’-24’’,
 14 – Knockout Rose Bush, 1 gallon container,
 14 – Blue Muffin Viburnum, measuring 24’’,
Evergreen Shrubs – 6
 3 – Techny Arborvitae, measuring 42’’-48’’,
 3 – Taunton Yew, measuring 24’’
Perennials – 38
 19 – Karl Foerster Feather Reed Grass, measuring 24’’ and
 19 – Daylilies “Stella de Oro”, 1 gallon container.
1|Page

Per City Code section 153.032E2, “The number of trees required is the equivalent of one for every 20
feet of lineal property line on the subject site or as approved through the site plan process. The protective
buffer shall also contain grass, ground cover or shrubs and shall be irrigated to facilitate maintenance of
landscaped areas.”
The subject property measures 750 lineal feet of property line, which equates to 38 trees. The applicant
is proposing 34 new trees, as well as maintain 4 existing trees. City Staff is pleased to see that the
minimum requirement for trees on site is to be met.

ATTACHMENT:
Landscape Plans
TIMELINE:
March 16: Planning Commission public hearing
March 22: City Council public hearing
2|Page
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West St. Paul Tree List
Species

Mature Crown
Height Spread

Form

Growth
Rate

Hard- Life
iness Expec- Salt Salt Zone tancy Spray Soil

Utilities

Sun

3

Fall
Color

Min.
Blvd.
Rec.
Width Spacing Comments

Small

Med.

Yellow Mod. Mod.
Red

3'

Hardy, bright fall colors. Considered an invasive plant, but wind
15 - 20' disseminated.
White flowers, but fruitless.
Severely susceptible to apple scab.
Low branches may be an issue for
15' traffic.

Amur Maple

20 ft.

20 ft.

Vase

Mod.

Compat.

Full Partial

Spring Snow
Crab

25 ft.

15 ft.

Oval

Mod.

Compat.

Full

3

Med.

Sens. Sens. Yellow

3'

3

Long

Sens. Sens. Yellow

3'

25'

3

Long

Tol.

Green

3'

25'

3

Med.

Sens. Sens. Yellow

3'

40'

Medium

Ironwood
Japanese Tree
Lilac
Little-leaf
Linden

40 ft.

40 ft.

30 ft.

25 ft.

Pyramidal
to Round
Round to
Oval

40 ft.

35 ft.

Pyramidal

Slow

Incomp.

Mod.

Incomp.

Partial
to
Shade
Full to
Shade

Mod.

Incomp.

Full

Mod.

Greenspire
Linden

40 ft.

30 ft.

Pyramidal

Mod.

Incomp.

Full

3

Med.

Sens.

?

Yellow

3'

30'

Redmond
Linden

40 ft.

30 ft.

Pyramidal

Mod.

Incomp.

Full

4

Med.

Sens.

?

Yellow

3'

30'

River Birch

40 ft.

40 ft.

Oval

Fast

Incomp.

Sun to
Partial

3

Short

Sens. Sens. Yellow

3'

30'

60 ft.
35-50
ft.

70 ft.

Round
OvalRound

Slow

Incomp.

2

Long

Mod.

Yellow

4'

35'

Mod.

Incomp.

4

Med.

Mod.

Yellow

4'

30'

Good medium sized tree.
Large, creamy-white flowers in
spring. Dense, green canopy.

Susceptible to developing girdling
roots - requiring extra care when
planting. Branch habit often
developes included bark.
Reddish branches in winter.
Protect young bark from sunscald.
Exfoliating bark, resistant to bronze
birch borer. Does well in moist
soils. Surface rooting.

Large

Bur Oak
Swamp White
Oak

Full to
Partial
Full to
Partial

Tol.

Requires little pruning. Fall drop of
acorns. Longest living tree in MN.
May become chlorotic in alkaline
soils.

Species
Sugar Maple
Autumn Blaze
Maple

Mature Crown
Height Spread

Form

Growth
Rate

Utilities

60 ft.

50 ft.

Round

Slow

Incomp.

60 ft.

40 ft.

Oval

Fast

Incomp.

Sun
Full to
Shade
Full to
Partial

Hard- Life
iness Expec- Salt Salt Zone tancy Spray Soil
3

Long

4

3

Med
Short
to
Med.

Min.
Fall
Blvd.
Rec.
Color Width Spacing Comments
YellowSite specific for soil. Not a good
4'
45' street tree.
Sens. Sens Orange
Cross between red and silver
4'
35' maple.
Mod. Mod. Orange

Red Maple

50 ft.

35 ft.

Oval

Mod.

Incomp.

Full to
Partial

Norway Maple

50 ft.

70 ft.

Round

Fast to
Slow

Incomp.

Full to
Shade

4

Short

Tol.

Tol.

Yellow

4'

50'

These do nto seem to do well when
exposed to excessive soil salt.
Considered an invasive species.
All Norway Maples susceptible to
several diseases. Very dense
canopy.

Emerald Queen
Norway Maple

50 ft.

50 ft.

Round

Fast

Incomp.

Full to
Shade

4

Med.

Tol.

Tol.

Yellow

4'

50'

Staight trunk, good branching
pattern.

Columnar
Norway Maple

50 ft.

20 ft.

Columnar

Mod.

Incomp.

Full to
Shade

4

Med.

Tol.

Tol.

Yellow

4'

20'

Commonly used in boulevard
spaces with tight site constraints.

Incomp.

Full to
Shade

4

Short

Tol.

Tol.

Brown

4'

35'

Red to
Sens. Sens. Orange

4'

35'

35 ft.

35 ft.

Round

Fast to
Slow

Ginko
Skyline
Honeylocust
Shademaster
Honeylocust
Boulevard
Linden
American
Linden

50 ft.

40 ft.

Pyramidal

Slow

Incomp.

Full

4

Long

Tol.

Tol.

Yellow

4'

35'

50 ft.

35 ft.

Round

Fast

Incomp.

Full

4

Med.

Tol.

Tol.

Yellow

4'

35'

There are several varieties of these
maples with the maroon color
during the growing season.
Good disease and insect
resistance. Plant male only trees.
Bright, golden fall color, drought
tolerant.

60 ft.

40 ft.

Round

Fast

Somewhat

4

Med.

Tol.

Tol.

Yellow

4'

30'

Light textured foliage.

60 ft.

30 ft.

Oval

Mod.

Incomp.

3

Med.

Sens.

Yellow

4'

30'

80 ft.

45 ft.

Oval

Fast

Incomp.

3

Med.

Sens. Sens. Yellow

4'

40'

Narrower, shorter Linden.
Keep from developing multiple
stems.

Hackberry

60 ft.

40 ft.

Oval

Fast

Incomp.

Full
Full to
Shade
Full to
Shade
Full to
Partial

3

Long

Sens. Mod. Yellow

4'

35'

Good boulevard tree.

Northern Catalpa 50 ft.

35 ft.

Oval

Mod.

Incomp.

Full

4

Short

Mod. Mod. Yellow

4'

30'

60ft.

50 ft.

Vase

Fast

Incomp.

Full

4

Med.

Mod. Mod. Yellow

4'

50'

Large seed pod. Attractive flowers.
Rapid growth. Appears similar to
the American Elm

60ft.

40 ft.

Oval

Fast

Incomp.

Full

4

Med.

Mod. Mod. Yellow

4'

40'

Adaptable to a wide range of soils.

Crimson King
Norway Maple

Accolade Elm
New Horizon
Elm

Species

Mature Crown
Height Spread

Form

Growth
Rate

Utilities

Jacan Elm

50 ft.

40 ft.

Round

Mod.

Incomp.

Regal Elm

50 ft.

40 ft.

Oval

Fast

Incomp.

Cathedaral Elm

60 ft.

40 ft.

Vase

Mod.

Incomp.

Sun
Full to
Partial
Full to
Partial
Full to
Partial

Hard- Life
iness Expec- Salt Salt Zone tancy Spray Soil
3

Long

3

Med.

Min.
Blvd.
Rec.
Width Spacing Comments
Unusual fall color. Hardy to -30 to 4'
35' 40.
Mod. Mod. Maroon
Strong central leader. Disease
4'
35' resistant.
Mod. Mod. Yellow

3

Med.

Mod. Mod. Yellow

Fall
Color

4'

35'

Highly disease resistant.

Species = Small (Under 30' as a mature height), Medium (30' - 50'), Large (50' +).
Mature Height = These vary with climate zones. The ones listed attempt to reflect this zone.Species = Small (Under 30' as a mature height), Medium
(30' - 50'), Large (50' +).
Crown Spread = Roughly the mature diameter of the branch reach.
Form = See diagram below.
Growth Rate = Relative to the growth of other trees.
Utilities = Compatability with over-head utility lines. Most lines must maintain a clearance of 13 feet, so trees with mature heights of over 25 feet are
typically considered incompatable.
Sun = This refers to shade tolerance or best growth conditions in terms of sunlight.
Hardiness Zone = USDA Climatic Plant Hardiness Zone. Twin Cities is considered Zone 4 or borderline Zone 3
Life Expectancy = Since the extremly adverse conditions that street trees are subjected to can greatly shorten the life of any tree, this characteristic is
more reflective of natural conditions. Short = Under 100 years; Medium = 100 to 250 and Long = 250 +.
Salt Spray = The tree's tolerance to road salt spray on the foliage and branch tissues. Sensitive, Moderately Tolerant, or Tolerant.
Salt Soil = The tree's tolerance to road salt in the soil. Sensitive, Moderately Tolerant, or Tolerant.
Fall Color = Obvious
Minimum Boulevard Width = This is only a recommendation to consider the growing space needed for the stem and root flare. It does not count for
soil space requirements of the tree or for the possible disruption area caused by surfacing roots.
Recommended Spacing = Only a recommendation to allow for full display of the trees' crowns. This is not reqired for proper placement in the
boulevard setting.
August 6, 2008

CHAPTER 97: TREES

Section
Plantings and Landscaping on Boulevards
97.01
97.02
97.03
97.04
97.05
97.06
97.07
97.08
97.09

Purpose
Definitions
Permitted trees
Size and location of permitted trees
Removal of boulevard trees
Public works and utilities
Time for trimming of trees
Permitted plantings and landscaping
Size and location of permitted plantings and landscaping
Tree Diseases and Shade Tree Pest Control

97.20

Tree Diseases and Shade Tree Pest Control

PLANTINGS AND LANDSCAPING ON BOULEVARDS

§ 97.01 PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Section to protect and promote the public health,
safety and general welfare by allowing property owners to plant and maintain the Boulevard
areas adjoining their property in a manner that enhances and improves the aesthetic appearance
of City streets, avenues and alleys, as well as prevent and abate hazardous and nuisance
conditions within the City.
§ 97.02 DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this Section, the terms defined have the following
meanings:
(A) "Boulevard" means the public right-of-way lying between the property line and sidewalk,
and between the sidewalk and the roadway, or where no sidewalk exists, between the property
line and the roadway.
(B) "Landscaped Area" means the area within which Plantings and Landscaping Materials are
placed.
(C) "Landscaping Materials" means dirt, rock, pavers, stepping stones, wood or similar
materials.

(D) "Noxious weeds" means the annual, biennial and perennial plants that are deemed by the
Minnesota Commissioner of Agriculture to be injurious to public health, environment, public
roads, crops, livestock and other property.
(E) "Plantings" means trees, flowers, grass and other plants.
§ 97.03 PERMITTED TREES
A list of approved trees that may be planted on the boulevard portion of a public right of way is
on file in the office of the Public Works Director.
§ 97.04 SIZE AND LOCATION OF PERMITTED TREES
All trees planted must be at least one inch in diameter at six inches above the ground. Trees must
be cultivated nursery stock with straight trunks not less than six feet high. No trees shall be
placed so as to cause a traffic hazard. Specific measurement regulations are as follows:
(A) Spacing. Required spacing guidelines will be provided by the Public Works Director on
the approved list of trees.
(B) Curb Returns and Intersections. Trees must not be planted closer than 30 feet from future
or existing curb returns at intersections.
(C) Driveways. Trees must be planted at least five feet from driveways.
(D) Boulevards. Except where special permit is obtained from the Public Works Director, no
tree may be planted on any boulevard where the distance between the nearest edge of the
sidewalk and curb is less than (3) three feet.
(E) Sidewalks and Curbs. Trees must be a maximum of one and a half (1.5) feet from the
nearest public street pavement, curb, sidewalk or trail. All trees must be planted equally distant
from the nearest edge of the proposed or existing sidewalk and curb, except when the Public
Works Director may direct otherwise.
(F) Assistance. The Public Works Director will assist in staking out the location of the tree
planting.
§ 97.05 REMOVAL OF BOULEVARD TREES
(A) City Removal. The City can remove trees that are determined by the Public Works
Director to be diseased, dangerous or a public nuisance according to the following rules:
(1)
(2)
removal.

Removal of trees will not leave the stump above boulevard level.
Removal of any tree is to be approved by the Public Works Director before

(3)
When the City removes trees in connection with public improvements, new trees
may be planted if the City determines it is practical.
(B) Resident Requests. The owner of property abutting a boulevard may request the removal
of a boulevard tree from in front of the owner's property. If deemed necessary by the Public
Works Director, the tree will be removed by the City at no cost to the property owner.
§ 97.06 PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
Notwithstanding the foregoing, all such Boulevards remain public property and subject to the
right of the City to perform necessary work, to plant, trim and otherwise maintain trees, to
access, maintain, install and repair utilities and to store excess snow. In the event the City
interferes with or damages any Boulevard Plantings or Landscaping Materials in the course of
such work, the City is responsible only to restore the Boulevard to the original grassy state by
use of black dirt and grass seed. The City shall not be liable for any damage to, disruption of or
removal of Plantings or Landscaping Materials, either direct or indirect, as a result of the City, its
employees, agents or contractors performing any snow plowing, street sweeping, or installation,
maintenance or repairs within the Boulevard. Further, the City has the right to remove or restrict
any Plantings or landscaping that are deemed to interfere with the safety of pedestrians or
motorists. The property owner shall be liable for and shall indemnify the City for the costs of any
damage to City property caused by the Plantings or Landscaping Materials during the course of
performing any snow plowing, street sweeping, or installation, maintenance or repairs in the
Boulevard, unless such damage was caused by the City’s negligence.
§ 97.07 TIME FOR TRIMMING OF TREES
The normal period for tree trimming will be in late fall through early spring.
§ 97.08 PERMITTED PLANTINGS AND LANDSCAPING
In addition to planting Boulevard trees as permitted in this Section, property owners are
permitted to plant, care for and maintain Plantings and Landscaping on the Boulevards adjacent
to their property, subject to the restrictions set forth herein.
§ 97.09 SIZE AND LOCATION OF PERMITTED PLANTINGS AND LANDSCAPING
(A) Plantings and Landscaping Materials in the Boulevard may not exceed 36 inches in
height. However, Plantings and Landscaping Materials in the Boulevard may not exceed 18
inches in height when located:
(1)

Within 30 feet of any intersection as measured from the property line; or

(2)

Within 5 feet of any alley or driveway; or

(3)

Within 5 feet of any public utility fixture.

(B) Where no sidewalks exist, the Landscaped Area must provide for the passage of
pedestrian traffic.
(C) Plantings and Landscaping Materials must be maintained in such a way that there is no
overhang or encroachment onto the sidewalk, curb, street, or alley. They must be contained
within the Landscaped Area.
(D) No Noxious Weeds may be planted, maintained or allowed to proliferate within the
Landscaped Area.
(E) No fences, berms, or retaining walls may be constructed within the Landscaped Area.
(F) Property owners may not alter the grade of the Boulevards within the Landscaped Area.
(G) The Landscaped Area must not be maintained as dirt exclusively. At a minimum, the
Landscaped Area must be seeded for and maintained as grass.

TREE DISEASES AND SHADE TREE PEST CONTROL

§ 97.20 TREE DISEASES AND SHADE TREE PEST CONTROL.
(A) Declaration of policy. The health of the trees in the city is threatened by shade tree
pests, and the loss or ill health of trees growing upon public and private property substantially
depreciates the value of property within the city and impairs the safety, good order, general
welfare and convenience of the public. In addition to and in accordance with M.S. §§ 89.001,
89.01 and 89.51 through 89.64, as those sections may be amended from time to time, the
provisions of this section are adopted to attempt to control and prevent the spread of these shade
tree pests.
(B) Jurisdiction. The city shall have control of all street trees, shrubs and other plantings
now or hereafter in any street, park, public right-of-way or easement, or other public place within
the city limits, and shall have the power to plant, care for, maintain, remove and replace such
trees, shrubs and other plantings.
(C) Declaration of a shade tree pest. The City may declare any vertebrate or invertebrate
animal, plant pathogen, or plant threatening to cause significant damage to a shade tree or
community forest in the community, to be a shade tree pest and prescribe control measures to
effectively eradicate, control or manage the shade tree pest including necessary timelines for
action.
(D) Public nuisances declared. A shade tree pest occurring within a declared control zone is

a public nuisance.
(E) Shade tree pest nuisances are unlawful. It is unlawful for any person to permit any
public nuisance as defined in this section to remain on any premises the person owns or controls
within the city. The nuisance may be abated as provided in § 95.15.
(F) Definition of control areas. Upon declaring a shade tree pest, the City may define one
or more locations within the geographic boundaries of the city to be within a shade tree pest
control area, provided the locations are characterized by biologic, composition, environmental
and size factors favorable to successful application of the control measures prescribed by the
City.
(G) Tree Inspector. The City may appoint a Tree Inspector. The Tree Inspector will
recommend to the Council the details of any program for the declaration, control and prevention
of shade tree pests. The Tree Inspector is authorized to enforce or cause to be enforced the duties
incident to such a program adopted by the Council.
(H) Abatement of shade tree pest nuisances.
(1) In abating a nuisance declared by ordinance under divisions (B) and (C) above, the
organism, condition or plant and any tree, wood or material identified as injurious to the health
of shade trees shall be removed or effectively treated so as to destroy and prevent as fully as
possible the spread of the shade tree pest. The abatement procedures shall be carried out in
accordance with the control measures and areas prescribed by ordinance according to divisions
(C) above and (K) and (O) below.
(I) Reporting discovery of shade tree pest. Any owner or occupier of land or any person
engaged in tree trimming or removal who becomes aware of the existence of public nuisance
caused by a shade tree pest as defined under division (C) above shall report the same to the city.
(J) Registration of tree care firms. Any person, firm or corporation that provides tree care,
tree trimming or removal of trees, limbs, branches, brush or shrubs for hire must be registered
with the State Commissioner of Agriculture under M.S. § 18G.07, as it may be amended from
time to time.
(K) Inspection and application of control measures.
(1) The Tree Inspector is authorized to cause premises and places within the city to be
inspected to determine whether shade tree pests exist thereon and to investigate all reported
incidents of shade tree pests. The Tree Inspector shall have the power to take all reasonable
precautions to prevent the maintenance of public nuisances and may enforce the provisions
relating to abatement in this section. Diagnosis of shade tree pests may be by the presence of
commonly recognized symptoms or by tests as may be recommended by the Commissioner of
the State Department of Agriculture or the Commissioner of the State Department of Natural
Resources.

(2) Except in situations of imminent danger to human life and safety, the Tree
Inspector shall not enter private property for the purpose of inspecting or preventing maintenance
of public nuisances without the permission of the owner, resident or other person in control of
the property, unless the Tree Inspector has obtained a warrant or order from a court of competent
jurisdiction authorizing the entry.
(3) No person, firm or corporation shall interfere with the Tree Inspector acting under
his authority while engaged in activities authorized by this section.
(L) Declared shade tree pests, control measures and control areas.
(1) Oak wilt. OAK WILT is declared a shade tree pest and is defined as any living or
dead tree, log, firewood, limb, branch, stump or other portion of a tree from any species of the
genus Quercus existing within the control area defined that has bark attached and that exceeds
three inches in diameter or ten inches in circumference and contains to any degree any spore or
reproductive structures of the fungus Ceratocystis fagacaarum. Control measures prescribed for
abating Oak Wilt Disease are:
(a) Installation of a root graft barrier. A root graft barrier can be ordered installed
to prevent the underground spread of Oak Wilt Disease. The city will mark the location of the
root graft barrier. The barrier disrupts transmission of the fungus within the shared vascular
systems of root grafted trees. The barrier is created by excavating or vibratory plowing a line at
least 42 inches deep between any oak tree infected with Oak Wilt Disease and each nearby and
apparently healthy oak tree within 50 feet of the infected tree;
(b) Removal and disposal of trees on property zoned for residential and
commercial use. On property that is zoned residential and commercial the city may mark for
removal trees that have the potential to produce spores of the fungus Ceratocvstis fagacearum.
After, and in no case before the installation of the root graft barrier and no later than May 1 of
the year following infection all marked trees must be felled. The stump from such felled trees
must not extend more than three inches above the ground or, if taller, must be completely
debarked. If, however, after the city prescribes the location for a root graft barrier, the city
determines that installation of the barrier is impossible because of the presence of pavement or
obstructions such as a septic system or utility line, the city may mark for removal all oak trees
whether living or dead, infected or not and located between an infected tree and the marked
barrier location. These marked trees must be felled and disposed of no later than May 1 of the
year following infection. The stump from such felled trees must not extend more than three
inches above the ground or, if taller, must be completely debarked;
(c) Removal and disposal of trees on all other property. On all other property the
city may mark for removal all oak trees whether living or dead, infected or not and located
between an infected tree and the marked barrier location. These marked trees must be felled and
disposed of no later than May 1 of the year following infection. The stump from such felled trees
must not extend more than three inches above the ground or, if taller, must be completely
debarked;

(d) Wood disposal. All wood more than three inches in diameter or ten inches in
circumference from such felled trees must be disposed of by burying or debarking or chipping or
sawing into wane-free lumber or by splitting into firewood, stacking the firewood and
immediately covering the woodpile with unbroken 4-mil or thicker plastic sheeting that is sealed
into the ground until October 1 of the calendar year following the calendar year in which the tree
was felled or by burning before May 1 of the year following infection. Wood chips from infected
trees may be stockpiled or immediately used in the landscape; and
(e) Control area. The CONTROL AREA for Oak Wilt Disease is defined as all
lands within the boundaries of the city.
(2) Emerald Ash Borer. EMERALD ASH BORER is declared a shade tree pest and is
defined as an insect that attacks and kills ash trees. The adults are small, iridescent green beetles
that live outside of trees during the summer months. The larvae are grub or worm-like and live
underneath the bark of ash trees.
(a) Control measures prescribed for abating Emerald Ash Borer are those provided
in the document, Minnesota Emerald Ash Borer Science Advisory Group Recommendations on
Preparing for Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota.
(b) Definition of control areas. The CONTROL AREA for Emerald Ash Borer is
defined as all lands within the boundaries of the city.
(3) Dutch elm disease. DUTCH ELM DISEASE is declared a shade tree pest and is
defined as a disease of elm trees caused by the fungus Ophiostoma ulmi or Ophiostoma
novo-ulmi, and includes any living or dead tree, log, firewood, limb, branch, stump or other
portion of a tree from any species of the genus Ulmus existing within the control area defined
that has bark attached and that exceeds three inches in diameter or ten inches in circumference
and could contain bark beetles or any spore or reproductive structures of the fungus Ophiostoma
ulmi or Ophiostoma novo-ulmi.
(a) Control measures prescribed for abating Dutch elm disease are:
1. Use of fungicide. Fungicides may be effective in preventing Dutch elm
disease when injected into living trees that do not already show symptoms of Dutch elm disease.
Fungicide injections on private lands are optional and, if performed, are at the landowner’s
expense.
2. Removal and disposal of trees. Prompt removal of diseased trees or
branches reduces breeding sites for elm bark beetles and eliminates the source of Dutch elm
disease fungus. Trees that wilt before July 15 must be removed within 20 days of detection
(alternative: 30 days). Trees that wilt after July 15 must be removed by April 1 of the following
year. Diseased trees not promptly removed will be removed by the city at the landowner’s
expense. Wood may be retained for use as firewood or sawlogs if it is de-barked or covered from
April 15 to October 15 with 4mm plastic. The edges of the cover must be buried or scaled to the
ground.

(b) The CONTROL AREA for Dutch elm disease is defined as all lands within the
boundaries of the city.
Penalty, see § 10.99

Please include the following in the new ordinance(s):

Landscape:
Trees:
● Only cut down existing trees if invasive, non-quality, or absolutely necessary to design
plan
● New Trees- follow existing WSP guidelines regarding caliper inches and number
planted;
○ ADD list of native species trees & shrubs from U of MN extension and require
percentage to be included in plan
○ ADD requirement of fulfillment of tree planting in other WSP designated site
when new planting requirements are restricted due to site OR contribution to a
fund for the city to use for future tree planting
○ ADD requirement of using supplier/producer that is neonicotinoid free & pollinator
safe
○ ADD consideration of sun, wind, soil, irrigation for plantings on site
Plants:
○ ADD requirement of using supplier/producer that is neonicotinoid free & pollinator
safe
○ ADD list of native species plants and flowers from U of MN extension
○ ADD list of pollinator attracting plants
Include minimum of 2 on any new development:
●

RainGardens/Bio-retention:
○ Consider for all new & redesigned parking lots
○ Stormwater plan

●

Green Rooftops:
○ Consider for all new development

●

Solar Panels or other Green Energy:
○ Solar
○ Geothermal
○ Wind
○ Biomass
Natural buffer on wetland/shoreline:
○ U of MN extension guidance

●

●

Option: offer incentive for using more than 2 on this list

Lighting:
● Outdoor Lighting is Dark Sky Compliant
○ ADD resolution for City of WSP to become Dark Sky certified (see Dark Sky
site)
○ Include in ordinance designations for signs, timing of lighting, hoods on lights
(shielding)
● Indoor Lighting
○ Require energy efficiency in all city buildings; new development
■ LED
○ Encourage energy efficiency in residential properties

Buildings:
●
●
●

Energy Standard: SB 2030 Energy Standard for all New Buildings and Major
Renovations
Green Building framework requirements (grey water, stormwater, electric vehicle
charging, renewable energy)
Consider: adopt ordinance wind energy /biomass/ solar ordinance encouraging use and
eliminating barriers

_________________________________________________________________________________________
More notes can be found here.

2021 Category A City: WEST SAINT PAUL
Currently a Step 2 GreenStep City as of June 2019
(joined May 2017)



Which assessment? Preliminary: for city review
Assessor and date:

Final: April 1st recommendation to LMC

Kristin Mroz, 2/9/21

Total BPs implemented:

18

All required BPs done?

Recommend June 2021 public recognition at:

NO

BP distribution requirements met?

NO

Step 3

Recognition at a Step 3 level involves completing, at a minimum:
 1.1 (public building B3 & low-cost energy improvements)
 1 complete streets actions: 11.1
Best practices (required in bold)
Action rules (req. actions in bold)

BP
implemented?

Action summary by # and star level achieved

BUILDINGS: distribution requirement* is 2 BPs ;
1. Public Buildings
Actions 1 & 2; & one action
from actions 3-7
2. Private Buildings
any two actions

3. New Green Buildings
action 1 or 2; one from 3-5
4. Lighting/Signals
2 actions with one from 5-8
5. Building Redevelopment
any one action

NO

7. City Growth
any one action
8. Mixed Uses
any two actions

9. Highway Development
any one action

YES

1.2 @ 1 STAR - 2020 converted to LED in Ice Arena, indoor/outdoor pool, Dome;
used Xcel rebates
1.7 @ 1 STAR – 2010 maint. facility has closed-loop geothermal system

YES

2.1 @ 1 STAR - actively promotes Xcel's Energy Rebate and Energy Assistance
Programs
2.5 @ 1 STAR – 2001 mayoral authority to declare a watering ban
2.6 @ 1 STAR - EDA home impr. loans for HVAC, electrical, plumbing, exterior

YES

4.5 @ 2 STARS - Robert Street corridor 2014-20
4.8 @ 3 STARS - all 15 traffic signals on state/county roads LED

LAND USE: 2 BPs required*;
6. Comp Plan
Actions 1 & 2

are 2 BPs done?

are 2 BPs done?

YES

YES

6.1 @ 1 STAR – finalizing update of 2019; includes sections on bike-ped,
sustainability
6.2 @ 2 STARS -- comp plan referenced in multiple areas of the zoning code (which
was updated 2015) including site plans and conditional uses

YES

8.1 @ 2 STARS -- Robert St Renaissance Plan (of 2001) developed with extensive
facilitated citizen engagement
8.2 @ 2 STARS -- City Hall, Regional Athletics Center adjacent to a job & residential
center, accessible by regular transit. Center has a shared parking agreement with
adjacent LA Fitness
8.3 @ 3 STARS -- 2 planned mixed use development districts within the City
9.1 @ 1 STAR - Robert Street Improvement plans include bump outs, islands, lower
speed limits, ped/cycle tunnel
9.3 @ 2 STARS - Smith Dodd Small Area Plan 2017

YES

10. Conservation
any one action

NO

TRANSPORTATION: 2 BPs required*;

11. Complete Green Streets
1; & two additional actions

NO

12. Mobility Options
any two actions

YES

are 2 BPs done?

11.4 @ 2 STARS - Ped/bike Plan 2011; Robert Street Plan
11.6 @ 2 STARS – 2014 bumpouts and flashing ped. Crossing on Maria Ave.; 2017
roundabout Wentworth/Oakdale, ped. Crossings, median refuge, lower speed.
12.1 @ 2 STARS - Ped/bike Plan 2011, trail gap studies 2017 and 2020, transp.
options on website and @ city hall, dedicated park facilities @ MT park & ride, bike
rack @ city hall 2018; 73 walk score
12.2 @ 1 STAR - SRTS comp plan 2010 and grant 2015. Filled tail/sidewalk gap
identified in 2011 Ped/bike plan.

13. Fleets
any two actions
14. TOD / TDM
any two actions
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: 4 BPs required*;

15. Purchasing
1; and one additional action

YES

16. Trees
any two actions

YES

17. Stormwater
any one action

YES

18. Parks & Trails
any three actions

YES

19. Surface Water
if state public water: 4; and
one additional action
if no state water: any one
action
20. Water / Wastewater
1 & 2; and one additional
21. Septics
any one action
22. Solid Waste
1 or 2; & one from 4-8

YES

23. Local Air Quality
any two actions

are 4 done?

YES

15.1 @ 2 STARS – 2018 Council Sustainable Purchasing policy
15.7 @ 1 STAR – electronic agenda packets; only compostable products at meetings
and in employee break areas
16.1 @ 1 STAR – 2017 Tree City USA
16.6 @ 3 STARS - 2015 EAB Action Plan (removal, injection treatments,
reforestation) overseen by MN Certified Tree Inspector
17.3 @ 2 STARS - Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program 2007; stormdrain
stenciling, Illicit discharge & dumping, ESC, stormwater management ordinances
17.4 @ 2 STARS -- stormwater utility, with variable fees, created in 2005
18.1 @ 3 STARS – 2014 $6.2M reconstruction of Harmon Park included a school
shared use agreement, new trails
18.3 @ 3 STARS - 91% of youth in WSP live within a 10-min walk of a park
(Parkserve.org); 18 acres/1000 people
18.5 @ 2 STARS - Pollinator Habitat resolution; Bee Safe City – public spaces, refrain
from systemic pesticides, educate community
18.8 @ 1 STAR - Adopt-A-Park year round for residents to pick litter and clean up
weeds and brush
19.1 @ 1 STAR - Local Surface Water Management Plan (in 2040 Comp Plan) 2018;
assessment and monitoring of stormwater basins & Thompson lake w/ city/county.
19.3 @ 1 STAR - 2018 Local Surface Water Management Plan
19.4 @ 1 STAR - Shoreland ordinance 1963

NO

20.3 @ 1 STAR -- 2008 I&I ordinance includes mandatory inspections

YES

21.4 @ 1 STAR - Sanitary Sewer Policy (in 2040 Comp Plan); I&I reduction, new dev.
& existing to be connected to city sewer, adopted MN Rules and County ord.

YES

22.1 @ 2 STARS -- City Hall building participates in organics collection (Food waste
and BPI certified compostable paper products)
22.2 @ 1 STAR – website interactive disposal guide
22.4 @ 3 STARS – City partners with Dakota County to host Fix-It Clinics at the local
library
22.5 @ 2 STARS – City partners with Co. on an organics drop site located at city
park; 487 households participating; yard waste pickup or dropoff.
22.6 @ 1 STAR -- 2017-18 Co.-led Multi-unit Recycling Pilot Project (2 buildings)

YES

23.2 @ 1 STAR – City regulates residential burning location, duration, time, fuel
sources
23.5 @ 1 STAR -- County Park located in City currently has EV charging station (2
outlets)

YES
ECON & COMM DVLP: 3 BPs required*;

24. Benchmarks & Involvement
Actions 1 & 2

YES

25. Green Businesses
any two actions

YES

26. Renewable Energy
any two actions
27. Local Food
any one action

28. Business Synergies
any one action
29. Climate Adaptation
action 1 at a 2 or 3-star rating

are 3 done?

24.1 @ 3 STARS – 2008 Council-established Environmental Committee with a
Council Member and youth position
24.2 @ 1 STAR -- annual neighborhood meetings held by city to gauge resident
perception of city performance and discover priority topics; info used to shape the
next year’s strategic goals for staff and Council
25.2 @ 1 STAR - Website shares business assistance and rebate programs; 2020.
25.7 @ 1 STAR – Robert Street 1990’s “WSP, We’re Close to it all!” campaign; 201517 “Shop Robert Street” campaign during road reconstruction; COVID times
“#ShopWestStPaul” shop local campaign.

YES

27.2 @ 2 STARS -- domesticated chickens, pot-bellied pigs and beehives allowed
27.3 @ 2 STARS -- farmers market weekly June-Oct at shopping mall; produce
donations/unsold produce collected for food shelf; school district uses City's park
land for a school forest; city easement for community garden next to elementary
school

YES

29.1 @ 2 STARS – Included in Dakota County All-Hazard Mitigation Plan. WSP police
chief resp. for city preparedness and emergency response. Emergency Alert
Notifications for residents of Dakota County.
29.2 @ Not Rated - Pollinator Habitat Resolution
29.7 @ Not Rated – discussed in Comp Plan 2018

Notables:
 Planned mixed use development districts authorized within the City
 School shared use agreement, new trails part of 2014 $6.2M reconstruction of Harmon Park
 Fix-It Clinics at the local library hosted by the city and county
 Annual neighborhood meetings held by City to gauge resident perception of city performance and discover
priority topics; info used to shape the next year’s strategic goals for staff and Council
 Inflow & Infiltration reduction through inspections, corrected sewer lines, and education. The city spend
$5,316,577 for I&I improvements between 2007-2017.

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 20RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING WEST SAINT PAUL AS A BIRD CITY, USA
WHEREAS, improving wildlife habitat for birds helps countless other species including
plants and pollinators; and
WHEREAS, wild birds pollinate flowers, disseminate seeds, and help keep insect
populations under control. Robust, diverse bird populations reflect the underlying health of the
ecosystem in which they, and we, live; and
WHEREAS, we grow our community’s environmental reputation by participating in this
statewide conservation program and displaying our Bird City status proudly; and
WHEREAS, adoption of Bird City USA status supports Green Step City advancement in
the Best Practice area of “Design for Natural Resource Conservation”; and
WHEREAS, the city has many existing bird friendly habitats, such as Marthaler Park,
which will be designated as the official city site; and
WHEREAS, International Migratory Bird Day will be recognized annually during West
Saint Paul Days, or May 18.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the West St. Paul City Council that the
City of West Saint Paul adopt the title of Bird City USA.
Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 24th day of February 2020.
Attest:

David J. Napier, Mayor

Shirley R Buecksler, City Clerk

